446                           PEW.
The first mention that we find made of a reading-pew is in Bishop Parkhurst's Articles of Visitation for his diocese of Norwich, (1569J where it is ordered, " That in great churches, where all the people cannot conveniently hear the minister, the churchwardens and others, to whom the charge cloth belong, shall provide and support a decent and convenient seat in the body of the church, where the said minister may sit or stand, and say the whole of the Divine service that all the congregation may hear, and be edified therewith; and that in smaller churches there be some convenient seat outside the chancel-door, for that purpose."
Before this time the appointed place for the priest was in the choir; or as appointed in the second book of King Edward, in such place of the church, chapel or chancel, as the people may best hear, without any note of the provision of a pew, or any mention of " a little tabernacle of wainscot, provided for the purpose," The first authority for the setting up of reading desks in all our churches, is the canon of 1603.
The earliest pew for the use of the congregation remaining, whose age is determined by the appearance of a date, is in the north aisle of Geddington  St. Mary, Northamptonshire, and has the following inscription : Churchwardens,           William Thorn
John Wilkie
Minister,                    Thomas Jones, 1602.
Another pew occurs in the same church dated 1604.
From this time till the Episcopate of Wren, Bishop of Hereford, pews seem to have become more universal, and only then to have found their deserved rebuke. Among other questions in his several articles of visitation we find the following: " Are all the seats and pews so ordered that they which are in them may kneel down in time of prayer, and have their faces up to the Holy Table ?" " Are there any privy closets or close pews in your church ? Are any ;pews so loftily made, that they do any way hinder the prospect of the church or chancel ? so that they which be in them are hidden from the face of the congregation ?"
The last question points at another objection to pews, besides their .destructive ellect on the interior of a church.